
Mono County Fisheries Commission
Wednesday, February 1, 2017 ~ 10am
June Lake Community Center
90 Granite Ave, June Lake, CA 93529
Minutes

Attending: Morton, Jones, Anthony, Parker

Staff: Simpson

Others: Andrew Jones, Tom Jenkins, Supervisor Larry Johnston, Jim Erdman, Lt. Bill Daily, Dan Lengning, Supervisor John Peters, Levi Keszey.

1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 10:00am
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Pledge of Allegiance was made. 
3. INTRODUCTIONS: Introductions were made. 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT: Commissioner Parker discussed options to raise money for fish stocking. 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (12-7-16): A MOTION WAS MADE BY JONES, SECONDED BY MORTON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER MEETING AS WRITTEN. MOTION APPROVED 4-0, NO ABSTENTIONS
6. STAFF/COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS: Mr. Simpson reported on advertising opportunities from the Fish Sniffer and presented a thank you letter from Trout Unlimited. Mr. Simpson reported that Business Cards would be delayed due to the ongoing process of changing the title of the Fisheries Commission to the Fish and Wildlife Commission. Mr. Simpson presented a letter from Supervisor Corless about a citizen concerned about trash and fishing line being left in the Mammoth Lakes Basin. Mr. Simpson reported the ESWC Contract had been approved by the Board of Supervisors. 
7. DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE UPDATE: Lt. Daily reported he was down one employee and they are currently seeking to hire someone. Mr. Erdman reported on the recently released California Heritage Fishing Guide.
8. MONTHLY BUDGET UPDATE: No discussion. 
· Fish and Game Fine Fund - $7,500 Starting Balance. $4,000 Remaining ($3,500 Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care)
· MCFC regular budget - $25,000 Starting Balance. $16,554.80 Remaining. ($5,000 Spawning Study. $3,000 for Mammoth Creek Study, $445.20 for Business Cards)

9. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Trout Unlimited Report and Monofilament Dispenser Management – Staff: This item was tabled until the next meeting when a representative from Trout Unlimited would be able to attend. 


10. DISSCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Proposed Fishing Tackle Ban and Biodegradable Tackle Promotion – Supervisor Johnston/Staff: Mr. Simpson handed out a press release from the California Sportfishing League on a proposed tackle ban on all federal lands. The commission decided to find out more information on the ban before taking any action. Supervisor Johnston talked with the commission about possible ways to promoted and educate anglers on biodegradable tackle to Eastern Sierra anglers. The commission discussed different available products to promote and what products can be altered to be more environmentally friendly. 


11. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Crowley Lake Winter Report – Commissioner Burak: Commissioner Burak was unable to attend but had sent an email regarding a possible fish die off at Crowley Lake. No evidence was presented and Commission King and Commissioner Parker would follow up and bring an additional agenda item to discuss if necessary. 


12. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION - Eastern Sierra Fishing Guide Request for Print Funds – Staff: Mr. Simpson reported that there were errors on the printed map version of the Eastern Sierra Fishing Guide along with copy write issues in the title. After talking with other agencies who contributed to the brochure, the group decided it would be best to reprint a new version in time for the Fred Hall Fishing Shows. Mr. Simpson would come back to the commission for a final total costs at the next fisheries commission meeting. 


13. DISCUSSION/POSSILBE ACTION –Mono County Fisheries 2017 Meeting Schedule – Staff:  Mr. Simpson discussed the possibility of changing the meeting times and/or locations for the next year. The commission agreed that the first Wednesday of every month in June Lake was still adequate for the 2017 calendar year. 
14. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Lahontan Cutthroat Trout in Mono County and Wilson Creek – Commissioner Morton: Mr. Morton discussed Lahontan Cutthroat Trout in Mono County and specifically developing in Wilson Creek but had withdrawn the idea after discussing viability of the species to be grown out in other waters in Mono County. 
15. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Native Antelope Population in Mono County – Commissioner Morton: Mr. Morton withdrew the item and no action was taken.  
16. DISCUSSION/POSSILBE ACTION – Mono County Fisheries Commission Mission Statement Review – Commissioner Mueller: The commission discussed changing the title of the commission to “Mono County Fish and Wildlife Commission.” Staff would pursue during the next month and report back to the commission. 

17. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Mono County Economic Development, Tourism and Film Commission Update – Staff: Mr. Simpson reported on increase TOT. 

18. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: None.

19. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 11:41am. Next regular scheduled meeting is March 1, 2017 at 10am in June Lake.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, anyone who needs special assistance to attend this meeting can contact  Jeff Simpson at 760-924-4634 within 48 hours prior to the meeting in order to ensure accessibility (see 42USCS 12132, 28CFR 35.130).  Meeting materials may be viewed by contacting Jeff Simpson at 760-924-4634.


