
Mono County Fisheries Commission
SPECIAL MEETING
Wednesday, September 14, 2016 ~ 10am
June Lake Community Center
90 Granite Ave, June Lake, CA 93529
MINUTES

Attending: Mueller, Jones, Parker, King, Burak.

Staff: Simpson, Vennos, Dublino.
Others: Jessica Strickland, Richard Ernst, Lt. Bill Daily, John Peters, Dr. Tom Jenkins

1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 10am
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Ms. Mueller led the pledge of allegiance. 
3. INTRODUCTIONS: Introductions were made. 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT: No Public Comment.
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (8-3-16): The commission discussed making changes to item number 8. A MOTION WAS MADE BY JONES, SECONDED BY PARKER TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST THIRD REGULAR MEETING WITH THE RECOMMENDED CHANGES. MOTION APPROVED 5-0. NO ABSENTIONS. 
6. STAFF/COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS: Mr. Simpson updated the commission on the settlement with IAG. 
7. DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE UPDATE: Lt. Dailey updated the commission on a false report of a bear attack in June Lake.
8. MONTHLY BUDGET UPDATE
· Fish and Game Fine Fund - $7,500 Starting Balance. 
· MCFC regular budget - $25,000 Starting Balance. 

9. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Conway Ranch Update by Tony Dublino – Staff: Mr. Dublino updated the commission on the current status of Conway Ranch including the results of public meetings and the current management plan. Mr. Dublino encouraged the commission’s participation in planning and making recommendations for future projects at Conway Ranch. The commission decided further analysis is needed before a formal recommendation could be made, especially with regards to ground and surface water availability. 
10. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Rush Creek Didymo Presentation by Sue Burak and Andy Riess – Commissioner Burak: Commissioner Burak gave an extensive presentation on didymo in the Eastern Sierra and in the Rush Creek drainage. The commission expressed the need for further studies and evaluation of didymo and its affects to fisheries management in the Eastern Sierra. 
11. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – June Lake Loop Fish Study Presentation by Trout Unlimited and Request for Funds – Commissioner Morton: Ms. Strickland presented a proposal to do a spawning study on German Brown Trout in Rush Creek and partnering with Trout Unlimited on a didymo study and analysis this fall. A MOTION WAS MADE BY PARKER, SECONDED BY KING TO APPROVE $5,000 OUT OF THE MONO COUNTY FISHERIES COMMISSION FUND TO SUPPORT A RUSH CREEK SPAWNING AND DIDYMO STUDY. MOTION APPROVED 5-0, NO ABSTENSIONS. 
12. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Hilton Lakes Wild Trout Designation – Staff: Mr. Simpson presented a letter from the Department of Fish and Wildlife designating Hilton Lakes as “Wild Trout.” Mr. King reported his findings that this designation would not affect the lakes other than it not receiving and further diploid air stockings. The commission agreed not to take any further action. 
13. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Mammoth Creek Fishery Assessment Request for Funds – California Trout: This item was tabled until a representative from California Trout could attend. 
14. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Updating the Mono County Fisheries Catch and Release Brochure – Commission Mueller: Mr. Simpson reported the changes are currently being made for a final review. 
15. DISCUSSION/POSSILBE ACTION – Business Card Request for Funds – Commissioner Anthony: This item was tabled until more information about costs could be determined. 
16. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Travel Reimbursement for Andy Riess – Commissioner King:  Commissioner King requested to give travel reimbursement for Andy Riess. Ms. Strickland said that Trout Unlimited would take care of the bill. No action was taken. 

17. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Mono County Economic Development, Tourism and Film Commission Update – Staff updated the commission on recent tourism developments and programs including a record breaking TOT for fiscal year 15-16.

18. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: 1) letter of approval for Dawne Emrey. 2) Discussion about increasing Game Wardens in Mono County. 3) Water Study on Conway Ranch.

19. ADJOURNMENT – Next regular scheduled meeting is October 5, 2016 at 10am in June Lake.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, anyone who needs special assistance to attend this meeting can contact  Jeff Simpson at 760-924-4634 within 48 hours prior to the meeting in order to ensure accessibility (see 42USCS 12132, 28CFR 35.130).  Meeting materials may be viewed by contacting Jeff Simpson at 760-924-4634.


