
Mono County Fisheries Commission
Wednesday, May 4, 2016 ~ 10am
June Lake Community Center, June Lake
MINUTES

Attending: Mueller, Morton, Parker, Anthony
Staff: Simpson
Others: Dawne Emery, Levi Keszey, Dan Lengning, Lt. Bill Dailey, Michael Giusti. 
1. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 10:02am
2. INTRODUCTIONS: Introductions were made.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comment
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (4-6-16): Approval of the minutes was postponed to the following meeting.
5. STAFF/COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS. Ms. Mueller reported the April 23rd meeting with the Central Sierra Fisheries Commission was canceled. Mr. Simpson reported the Board of Supervisors approved the June Lake trout study by Trout Unlimited, Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care had send a letter of appreciation to the Fisheries Commission, and a Department of Fish and Wildlife checkpoint has occurred north of Bridgeport at Devils Gate during the opening weekend of fishing season. 
6. DEPARTMNET OF FISH AND WILDLIFE UPDATE: Lt. Dailey updated the commission on the Department of Fish and Wildlife checkpoint has occurred north of Bridgeport at Devils Gate during the opening weekend of fishing season including the results of the 171 vehicles inspected. 148 anglers were surveyed on Crowley Lake on opening day that yielded 367 trout kept, 87 released at a rate of .85 fish caught per hour.
7. MONTHLY BUDGET UPDATE
· Fish and Game Fine Fund - $16,900 Starting Balance. $1,700 available ($3,500 encumbered for Eastern Sierra Wildlife Care, $700 for FOI, $2,000 for BFEF, $4,000 for Trout in the Classroom, $5,000 for June Lake Trout Study)
· MCFC regular budget - $25,000 Starting Balance. $550 available ($750 encumbered for Fishing Guide, $21,700 for fish stocking, $2,000 for Kids Fishing Festival) 
8. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Presentation by Dawne Emery of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife – Commissioner Anthony: Ms. Emery gave a presentation on recent work of California Department of Fish and Wildlife in the Skinkard Valley Wildlife Area north of Walker/Coleville. Ms. Emery said she would be presenting a letter of support from the commission in the future. 

9. DISCUSSION/POSSILBE ACTION – Discussion of the Western Outdoor News and LA Times articles regarding the California Department of Fish and Wildlife – Staff: The articles were discussed at length between the commissioners and members of the public. No action was taken. 


10.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION - Letter of support for RCCP Form – Commissioner Morton: Letters of support are currently being gathered and an official letter of support will go in front of the commission at a later date. 

11. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Discussion on Dr. Jenkins article on Triploids vs Diploids – Commissioner Mueller: Dr. Jenkins could not attend and the discussion was tabled to the next meeting. 
12. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Updating the Mono County Fisheries Catch and Release Brochure – Commission Mueller:  Visit Bishop and Visit Mammoth agreed to split printing costs and their input is currently being gathered to incorporate into the brochure. Changes are being made by the graphic designer and printing costs would be presented to the commission after the brochure is completed. 
13. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Promotion of the 2016-17 Mono County Fish Stocking Schedule – Staff:  The commission discussed if the 2016-17 Mono County Fish Stocking Schedule should be promoted and published or if the document should be kept internal for the safety of the stocking personnel. The commission decided to leave the exact dates off the fishing schedule and change it to “the week of” so people would know when the fish loads were coming, but didn’t jeopardize stocking personnel and procedures. 
14. DISCUSSION/POSSILBE ACTION – Mono County Fishing Advertising – Staff: The commissioned discussed possible ways to reach and increase fishing in Mono County.  The commission weighed traditional print advertisement vs. online and digital marketing.  The commission recommended to spend the most resources on online and digital marketing while still keeping some of the traditional print marketing in place. 
15. DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION – Mono County Economic Development, Tourism and Film Commission Update – Staff: Mr. Simpson updated the commission on recent events with the Mono County Tourism and Film Commission including a recent presentation to the Visit California offices in Sacramento. 

16. CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: Dr. Jenkins article, Slinkard Valley letter of support. 

17. ADJOURNMENT – Next regular scheduled meeting is June 1, 2016 at 10am in June Lake.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, anyone who needs special assistance to attend this meeting can contact  Jeff Simpson at 760-924-4634 within 48 hours prior to the meeting in order to ensure accessibility (see 42USCS 12132, 28CFR 35.130).  Meeting materials may be viewed by contacting Liz Grans at 760-924-1738.


